1976,

PROCEEDINGS of CONVENTION.

24. That each houfe fhall appoint its own officers, and fettle its own rules of proceeding. :

25. That a perfon of wifdom, experience and virtue, fhall be chofen governor, on the fecond Monday
of Novembet, feventeen hundréd and feventy-feven, and on the fecond-Monday in every year for ever
thereafter, by the joint ballot of both houfes, to be takep in each houfe refpe@ively, depofited in a confer-
ence room, the boxes to be examined by a joint committee of both houfes, and the numbers feverally re-
ported, that the appointment may be entered ; which mode of taking the joint ballot of both houfes fhall
be adopted in all cafes. But if two or more fhall- have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by
which the choice fhall not be determined on the firft ballot, then a fecond ballot thall be taken, which
fhall be confined to the perfons, who on the firft ballot thall have had an equal number; and if the
ballots fhould again be equal between two or more perfons, then the election of the governor thall be de-,
termined by lot, between thofe who have equal numbers; .and if the perfon chofen governor fhall die, re-
fign, remove out of the ftate, or refufe to act, (fitting the general aflembly) the fenate and houfe of dele-
gates fhall immediately thereupon proceed o 2 new choice in manner aforefaid. :

26. That the fenators and delegates, on the fecond Tuefday of November feventeen hundred and fe-
venty-feven, and annually on the fecond Tuefday of November for ever thereafter, cle&t by joint ballot,
in the fame manner as fenators are dire€ted to be chofen, five of the moft fenfible, difcreet, and expe-
rienced men, above twenty-five years of age, refidents in the ftate above three years next preceding the
ele@ion, and having therein a freshold of lands and tenements, above the value of ome thoufand pounds

“current money, to be the council to the governor, whofe proceedings thall be always entered on record,

to any part whereof any member may enter his diffent, and their advice, if fo required by the governor,
or any member of the council, fhall be given in writing, and figned by the members giving the fame re-
fpetively ; which proceedings of the council fhall be laid before the fenate, or houfe of delegates, when
called for by them, or either of them. The council may appoint their own clerk, who fhall take fuch
oath of fupport and fidelity to this ftate, as this convention or the legiflature fhall dire&, and of fecrecy, -
in fuch matters as he fhall be direked by the board to keep fecret. ‘

27. 'That the delegates to congrefs from this ftate fhall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the mean
time by the joint ballot of both houfes of aflfembly, and that there be a rotation, in fuch manner that at
leaft two_ of the number be anmually changed ; and no perfon fhall be capable of being a delegate to con-
grefs for more than three in any term of {ix years ; and no perfon who holds any office of profit in the
gift of congrefs, fhall be eligible to fit in congrefs, but if appointed to any fuch office, his feat fhall be
thereby vacated. That no perfon, unlefs above twenty-five years of age, and a refident in this ftate
more than five years next preceding the election, and having real and perfonal eftate in this flate above
the value of one thoufand pounds current money, fhall be eligible to fit in congrefs.

28, That the {enators and delegates, immediately on their annual meeting, and before they proceed to
any bufinefs, and every perfon hereafter elected a fenator or delegate, before he alls as fuch, fhall take
an oath of fupport and fidelity to this ftate as aforefaid, and before the election of the governor, or mem-
bers of the council, fhall take an oath, to elet without favour, affection, partiality or prejudice, fuch
perfon as governor, er member of the council, as they, in their judgment and. confcience, believe beft
qualified for the office. , .

29. That the fenate and delegates may adjourn themfelves refpeétively ; ‘but if the two houfes fhould
not agree on the fame time, but adjourn to different days, then fhall the governor appoint and notify one
of thofe days, or fome day between, and the aflembly fhall then meet and be held accordingly, and he
thall, if neceflary, by advice of the council, call them before the time to which they fhall in any manner
be adjourned, on giving not lefs than ten days notice thereof, but the governor fhall not adjourn the af-
fembly otherwife than as aforefaid, nor prorofue or diffolve it at any time.

- 30. That no perfon, unlefs above twenty-five years of age, a refident in this fate above five years next

preceding the ele&ion, and having in the {tate real and perfonal property above the value of five thoufand

pounds current money, one thoufarid pounds whereof at leaft to be of frechold eftate, fhall be eligihle as
overnor. ’

¢ 31. That the governor fhall not continue in that ofkce longer than three years fucceflively, nor be eli-

gible as governor until the expiration of four years after he fhall have been out of that office.

32. That upon the death, refignation, or removal out of this ftate, of the governor, the firt named of
the council for the time being fhall a& as governor, and qualify in the fame manner, and fhall immedi-
ately call a meeting of the general affembly, giving not lefs than fourteen days notice of the meeting, at
which meeting a governor fhall be appointed, in manner aforefaid, for the refidue of the year.

33. That the governor, by and with the advice and confent of the council, may embody the militia,
and when embodied, fhall alone liave the direction thereof, ‘and fhall alfo have the dire&ion of all the re-
gular land and fea forces under the laws of this ftate, buf he fhall not command in- perfon, unlefs advifed
thereto by the council, and then only fo long as they-fhall approve thereof, and may alone exercife all
other the executive -powers of government, where the toncurrence of the council is not required, ac-
cording to the laws of this flate, and grant reprieves or pardons for any crime, except in fuch cafes
where the law fhall otherwife direct ; and may, during the recefs of the general affembly, lay embargoes
to prevent the departure of any {hipping, or the exportation of any commodities, for any time not ex-
ceeding thirty days in any one year, fummoning the general affembly to meet within the time of the con~
tinuance of fuch embargo, and may alfo order and compel any veflel to ride quarantine, if fuch veflel, or
the port from which fhe thall have come; fhall, on ftrong grounds, be fufpeCted to be infetted with
the plague ; but-the governor fhall not, under any pretence, exercife any power or prerogative, by virtue
of any law, ftatute or cuftom, of England or Great-Britain.

34 T'hat the members of the council, or any three or more of them, when convened, fhall conflitute
a board for the tranfacting of bufinefs; that the governor for the time being fhall prefide in the council,
and be entitled to a vote on all queftions in which they fhall be divided in opinion ; and in the abfence -
of the governor the firft named of the council thall prefide, and as fuch fhall alfo vote in all cafes where
the other members difagree in their opinion. .

35. That in cafe-of refufal, death, refignation, difqualification, or removal out of the ftate, by any per-
fon chofen 2 member of the council, the members thereof, immediately thereupon, or at their next meet-
ing thereafter, fhall ele&t, by ballot, another perfon, qualified as aforefaid, in his place, for the refidue of
the year. : :

30. That the council fhall have power to makg the great feal of this flate, which fhall be kept by
the chancellor for the fime being, and affixed to all laws, commiffens, grants, and other public teftimo-
aims, as has been heretofore pradtifed in this ftate.
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